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From the Committee…
This year has been one of continuing challenges. We have had some success and also some disappointment.
Animals are still being destroyed because of inappropriate behaviour by tourists or misunderstanding of play behaviour by
authorities, and there is the ongoing controversy regarding the tracking collars. But support from our growing number of
members and such events as the Whale Festival and Pier Festival have kept the plight of our dingo in the public arena. The
LNP has made a commitment to review management practices if it gains government, and this is positive for the future... So
therefore we would like to wish all our members a Very Merry Christmas and a BIGGER, BETTER, BRIGHTER NEW YEAR ..

President’s Final Report for 2011
What an amazing year it has been. Thank you to our
Committee for once again working like there is no tomorrow.
To Jennifer, for her outstanding Newsletters, and brilliant
speaking engagements. Cheryl for doing such a wonderful job
as Publicity Officer, Norma for her dedication to record
keeping and assistant to Karin who is our Secretary and
Treasurer, Bob and Sonia for always being ready to lend a
helping hand and so many members who are more than that,
they are our inspiration and prop us up when we need it the
most.

I would like to thank everyone who has supported SFID, in
writing, donating and spreading the word. Fraser Island
belongs to us all as a World Heritage Listed Island with its
unique flora and fauna; it is our responsibility to maintain for
future generations it just shouldn’t be such hard work!
th
Our AGM was held on the 24 of October and happy to say
there was a very quick and smooth transition from the old
Committee to the new.
Malcom Kilpatrick

Vale Alan Wilton
Associate Professor Alan Norman Wilton from the School of Biotechnology and Biomolecular Sciences
at The University of NSW passed away on 14 October 2011 after a 20‐month battle with cancer. He was 56.
Alan was a prominent Australian geneticist, and was passionate about dingoes. He consulted with dingo conservation groups and
government agencies about the hybridisation problem that may drive the dingo to extinction. He was awarded the Australian
Science Communicators Unsung Hero of Science award in 2004 for his work in identifying genetic markers that can be used to
discriminate between pure dingoes and hybrids and was Patron of the Bargo Dingo Sanctuary and Save Fraser Island Dingoes. He will
be missed in the industry and deeply missed by his friends.

Vale Joan Papayanni
Joan was a passionate and tireless campaigner for animals. Joan rescued the World league for Protection of Animals
from closing and later became president in 1984 and remained president until 2006 when she felt that she should
be giving more of her time to her aging husband.
Joan often funded various projects with her own money when she felt that the World League could not afford these expenses. Joan
worked tirelessly on the steel jaw trap campaign (WLPA victoriously won this campaign which eventuated in having traps banned in
NSW), and Joan had an overwhelmingly soft spot for the Dingo campaign. The World League has long campaigned on elevating the
status of our native dog and rigorously lobbied to have the Dingo afforded protection across state borders. Sadly, to this day Dingoes
are not protected and continue to be fugitives in their own land.
Joan was a remarkable intelligent, kind, compassionate and dedicated animal activist and there was no one quite like her. Joan’s
smiling face, positive and cheeky disposition will be missed more than words can ever say. The Dingo has lost yet another devoted
friend and champion for their cause. The Dingoes must be howling over her loss. Lindy Stacker, Vice President WLP
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Some news highlights for 2011:
2011 certainly started out with a bang. Floods, fires, cyclones, the earthquake in NZ and the earthquake in Japan. These
were all devastating events, and many people are still dealing with the consequences.
Ray Revill our SFID wildlife carer as manager of TESS Wildlife Sanctuary in Maryborough, was devastated by the damage
caused by the floods, especially by the loss of many of his animals. The sanctuary also suffered from multiple break‐ins
resulting in loss of money, and damage to property.
In February this year two people came before the courts in Maryborough for illegal feeding of dingoes on Fraser Island.
Their charges were no different to Jennifer’s and yet the punishment handed down was vastly dissimilar. For one there
was a $1,750 fine with no conviction and the other no conviction and a $750 fine. The Magistrate declared that to give
each person a conviction would hamper their ability to earn an income… if only such consideration had been given to
Jennifer!
The long awaited airing of Australian Story in February, depicting the story of Jennifer and her fight to save the Fraser
Island Dingoes, sparked tremendous interest around the Country and was also viewed in the UK and New Zealand.
There was an influx of e‐mails and phone calls from viewers expressing shock, anger and total disbelief at the way in
which Jennifer was treated by the Legal System, and the terrible state of the dingoes.
In April John Marsh, Senior Dingo Keeper from Potoroo Palace in NSW flew to Qld and he and Jen
took a field trip to Fraser Island. They spent a lot of time observing the behaviour of people on the
beach when dingoes were present. They were delighted by the opportunity to interact with people
and found that their presence calmed people down. When people behaved appropriately,
the dingoes stayed calm.

A meeting between DERM, the SFID Committee and special guests took place
in April. It was understood that a better level of communication would follow
and progress would be made for the betterment of our F.I Dingoes.
Unfortunately we seemed to have been missed in the information transfer regarding the research and subsequent
collaring of some 20 dingoes on the Island. One could be cynical and say that the consultation omission to inform us that
collaring had begun was an oversight, but our “conspiracy theory” thoughts keep pointing us in another direction.
In June SFID met with Andrew Powell, State Shadow Minister for Queensland. Also in attendance at the meeting was
local State Member Ted Sorensen. At this meeting we were able to glean
an insight into Andrew’s knowledge and interest in preserving the FI
Dingo and in fact all flora and fauna on the Island. We were all pleased
with the exchange of information and for the opportunity to meet with
him and for Andrew to gauge the sincerity and commitment of our
Organisation and the World‐Wide backing we are privileged
to have. We look forward to working with Andrew should the polls favour
a change from the present Government.
Later in June we were fortunate enough to help our own great Wildlife carer Ray Revill to welcome two dingo pups
from Durong Dingo Sanctuary into TESS Sanctuary. It was a wonderful day with Aunty Marie performing “Welcome to
Country”, Ted Sorensen and Counselor Gerard O’Connor officiating, and Sam Catalano playing the didgeridoo.
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In June we also joined the Paddle Out For Whales Event in Hervey Bay. SFID represented the dingoes of course and we
sincerely thank Vickie Neville and Amanda French for inviting us along to participate in this great event and highlight the
plight of the F.I. Dingo. Jorge Pujol once again promoted our cause with a candle display, each candle representing
whales and dingoes we have lost to indiscriminate killing.

In July our Aboriginal Elder Marie Wilkinson wrote to The Governor General expressing her deep concerns regarding the
treatment of the dingo on Fraser. Within a very short period of time Aunty Marie received a hand written letter from Ms
Quentin Bryce inviting Aunty Marie to meet with her on her next visit.
Freedom of Information:‐ 12 months of relentless requests through Freedom Of Information has caused DERM to
complain about the extra workload. Incident reports on dingoes destroyed in 2010 and 2011 tell us what so called
‘crime’ each dingo had committed before destruction. Most of these dingoes were pups exploring their territory (that
was trespassed by tourists). Autopsy reports show exactly what the dingoes are eating and the cause of death .There
has been a massive increase in dingoes dying through vehicle strikes. Reports we received as far back as 1994 clearly
demonstrated that feeding was not the main cause of aggression, but the lack of food was. DERM was aware that
closing the dumps and limiting food sources would have far reaching consequences. In line with what Jennifer has
always maintained, according to Price (1994) ‘Nuisance behaviour is usually associated with a juvenile animal’s playful
character… Nipping and biting is usually provoked by visitors who misinterpret dingo puppy behaviour’.
Our latest FOI request is as follows:

In July Maxine McGregor of Verrierdale won the portrait of ‘Teakie’ in our raffle, and subsequently
became friends with Maxi Jacobsen and \Marie Sarjeant, who became fondly known to us as
The Eumundi Girls. The girls have worked tirelessly all year to raise awareness, gather signatures
for the petition, write to members of parliament, and generate media interest in the plight of the
dingoes.
During the year SFID sent out many media releases, covering issues such as the collaring of the dingoes, and bringing
questions to the public forum such as: ‘How do you reconcile the use of these collars with your policy of regarded
dingoes as ‘wild, native animals that should be interfered with as little as possible’ and of ‘conserving the species in a
near‐natural environment?’
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In May 2011 SFID took a Field trip to the Island. Our most astounding discovery was the
‘refurbishment’ of Lake McKenzie which members were horrified at. Our once pristine
lake, surrounded by white sandy shores, is now surrounded by fences and non‐endemic
vegetation. A few dingoes were sighted, but mostly just tracks and the committee
spent most of its time visiting locals, talking to tourists, handing out information leaflets,
and talking to Joe Gala and other aboriginal people at K’Gari.
Jennifer was invited to speak at several venues on the Sunshine Coast, and would like to extend her thanks to the
people of the Coast for their warm welcome.
Left: Noosa Parks Association
Right: These pups featured in the January
newsletter and were dead by the
time the July newsletter came out

SFID has been almost a full time occupation for committee members due to the volume of correspondence that comes
through our mail box each day/week/year. It has been a wonderful experience getting to know you all through your very
supportive letters. We have come to know so many of you on a personal level and feel that this genuine support and
passion from people who we have never met, has given this cause its strength. Many of you have written not just once
but many times to our State and Federal members of Parliament in the hope that someone will listen, take action and
rectify the problems that have been highlighted not just by Jennifer Parkhurst and SFID but by many visitors to the Island
on whom successful tourism depends.
Later in the year our DERM/QPWS meeting with Mr. Ross Belcher, Peter Wright, Luke
Diddams and John Stewart in Maryborough, was interesting to say the least. Some
questions were answered but even more remain unanswered. We don’t think that
Cheryl went into the meeting thinking she would be putting her hand into a trap!

We were gratified to be asked by Andrew Powell and Ted Sorensen to attend
the LNP press release of their F.I. Strategy initiatives. This is an amazing
outcome for all our lobbying and a testament to their commitment to perform
better than the current government over the last couple of decades in
Queensland. We wait with anticipation to see the ultimate outcome of their
efforts.
Petitions have been signed and presented to Parliament by Ted Sorensen MP. Thanks to everyone’s tireless efforts, we
managed to gather over 7,000 signatures. Thank you to all who have participated
The Bendigo Gang, Trish, Barb and Stan, continued their campaigning on behalf of SFID by having
a display at their local library, and local markets, collecting signatures for the petitions, selling
merchandise, writing letters, raising awareness, and doing research on our behalf.

Ann James from Sydney was visiting Noosa earlier in the year and came across an article in the Noosa Journal written
by Nathan Evans about the plight of the dingoes. Consequently, Ann showed the article to animal activist friend Joan
Pearson who invited Jennifer to Sydney to give a presentation about the dingoes to 80 conservation group members,
animal activists, and concerned members of the community. Jennifer was thrilled to meet people in person that she had
been corresponding with via e‐mail or phone for years.
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The presentation featured footage of the dingoes as well as a discussion of their welfare, followed by a lively
auction of 10 beautiful limited edition prints and 3 canvasses, film and music DVD’s donated by Jennifer, as well as a
visit to the M&K Model Railways exhibit at Hervey Bay, a trip for two to Fraser Island donated by 7th Wave,
Accommodation in Rainbow Beach donated by The Plantation Resort, a trip to stay at a beautiful beach house on the
Mornington Peninsula donated by Micky Savage, Paintings donated by Lorraine Hawke and heart checks donated by
heart surgeon Prof Anne Keogh, as well as many other donations, too many to be mentioned here. Gail Browning and
her friends collected donations prior to the event and raised $300, and many others donated funds without purchasing
anything. The event was hosted by Joan at her beautiful Mossman home, and catered by chefs Sarita and Rakesh with
mouth‐watering vegetarian food. As well as being the wonderful auctioneer, Baz Mawson provided entertainment, and
background work was done by Lindsay Rose, Gary Stevenson, Lana Williams, and Glen Ryan, proudly wearing his SFID t‐
shirt! SFID cannot thank Joan and her friends enough for their mammoth effort to help the FI Dingoes.

Above: the lively and exciting auction
Right: Jen with entertainer Sylvia Raye,
animal activist Sally Chapman
And Glen Ryan wearing his SFID t‐shirt

SFID once again participated in Hervey Bay's Annual Pier Festival held at Urangan on the
25th of September, the weather was perfect and the Festival drew huge crowds.
We spoke to many people and heard positive accounts of dingo experiences. We raised
a fantastic amount of $461.70 from donations, sales of merchandise and raffle ticket
sales, the prize is a beautiful white rocking horse, made and donated by Michael Pryor,
thank you Michael.
Tickets can still be purchased for $2 each or 3 for $5. The draw will be on Dingo Day 11th of December 2011 at Apex Park
Hervey Bay, this is our last event for the year and looks to be a terrific day for the whole family, food, entertainment and
education.
On the 25th of September whilst the Committee was involved in the Pier Festival, Malcom and Norma attended the
Fraser Island Association meeting held in Eurong at the Fire Station building. It was suggested by QPWS’s Manager Ross
Belcher that SFID should attend such meetings.
Interesting to note that whilst the meeting was in progress Fraser Island was burning and yet 7 Rangers were also at the
meeting. A not so friendly atmosphere greeted our President, two Rangers took the opportunity to let Malcom know
rather aggressively, what they thought of SFID’s activities. At the time of writing Malcom is still waiting to hear if he has
been accepted as a member to this organisation.
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Burning Paradise
The recent bush fires on Fraser Island have left a scene
of arid despair. Nothing in the wake of this fire could
have survived the ferocity of the flames. Tourists have
vowed never to return which is hardly surprising
considering the fear and devastation caused..
Concerned SFID members and others have written to the government about this atrocity. The response has been that
the fires were lit on 17 September ‘during favourable weather conditions and relatively low visitor numbers’, and
subsequently reignited two weeks later during windy conditions on 1&2 October . However we know that the fire
started during the school holidays and was raging uncontrolled by the 25th. (School holidays commenced on the 22nd and
many people were on the island before that.) That a controlled burn was so hot that it remained lit for two weeks is of
grave concern.

The fire was so intense it will take many years to recover and provide NO habitat or sustenance to wildlife. FI is
a sand Island and will take even longer to re‐generate than would be the case on the mainland. (Her advisor's
need to do more research)
The Dept of Environment and Resource Management's (DERM) fire management is in dire need of a review, this is not
the first “controlled” fire to get out of hand, in 2009 at least 20,000 hectares went up in flames, and every year a back
burn seems to backfire.
How many more years will tourist's endure the uncertainty of DERM's fire regime and how much wildlife will perish
before the government decides to “respond”?...

Wildlife Care…

World famous artist Jorge Pujol recently set up displays of cardboard dingoes all over Fraser Island as a protest to
express his concern that images of dingoes may be all we have left of the species in the future if action is not taken soon.
Despite SFID’s constant requests, Vicky Darling’s office states that a wildlife care centre is not warranted on the Island as
there is no evidence of severe injury instances. Since April we know of 3 dingoes killed due to vehicle strike, not to
mention the many we have read of in the necropsy reports. Many animals have had to be euthanized because there is
no vet facility on the Island. This includes in our experience, migratory birds, gliders, wallabies, as well as dingoes. There
is not even a Vet in assistance when a dingo is destroyed; it is carried out by rangers in a very questionable
method. This is a world heritage area; animal welfare should be of the highest importance!
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As Featured in Eumundi Green Magazine, The Eumundi Health and Healing Centre is now featuring a
permanent exhibition of Jennifer’s photographs as well as SFID information. Please go along and have a look,
and try out a fabulous massage while you are there! Check out their website: www.eumundimassage.com.au
The Eumundi Ladies would like to express their gratitude to the members of SFID, Aunty Marie and Jennifer, for joining
them at Eumundi Markets on the 5th November. We greatly appreciate them taking time
out of their busy schedules, to join us in our mutual goal, to save the Fraser Island dingo.
Over the past six months we have been diligently working to acquire signatures for the
petitions and to enlighten the general public to the plight of the FI dingoes by handing out
leaflets, fact sheets and small information books. We have also written many letters to
politicians and the media in an attempt to help bring about a management change to FI.
We would like to extend special thanks to Chris Sarjeant, (Marie’s husband), for his tireless contributions every week,
setting up tables and displays, with no word of complaint. Also to Colleen and Cherie for their continued support every
week, helping to get signatures and selling SFID merchandise on their stalls. Thank you also, to Lee Baxter, for allowing
us to set up a stall, up at the Pavillion Markets, near the Health and Healing Centre.
We hope everyone has a restful and happy Christmas and that with the New Year we can make a difference.
Maxi J, Marie S, Max M

Christmas Cards available:
$12 pack of 10 plus postage

Calendar now available:
$20 plus postage

An inspiring man: On his 40th birthday, merchant banker Philip Wollen decided he would give away
all he had with warm hands – and die broke. He quips, “So far we are right on budget”. Today he
supports some 500 projects in 40 countries, helping children, animals, the environment, the
terminally ill and aspiring youth.
One of his projects is Kindness House on Brunswick St in Fitzroy. The 40,000 sq ft block is now home
to 45 independent non‐governmental organisations including our affiliate, the Aus Wildlife Protection Council, doing
remarkable things for animals, children, the forests, the oceans, the arts, refugees, and many social justice initiatives.
Eighty per cent of the tenants pay no rent at all. But they are expected to “punch above their weight” in achieving their
objectives. Wollen received The Australian Humanitarian Award in 2006, The Australian of the Year (Victoria) award in
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2007, and the Order of Australia in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in 2005 for service to international humanitarian relief
and animal welfare, and works steadily to establish outreach programs across the globe.
http://www.au.timeout.com/melbourne/aroundtown/features/864/phil‐wollen Photo: Graham Denholm
Durong Dingo Sanctuary: Recently the sanctuary was broken into, Simon was held captive and abused
by two thugs while a third went and stole a dingo. The matter recently went to court, and the main
perpetrator was given a mere 12 months good behaviour bond. His father and sister were Police
Officers. His girlfriend who was found in possession of the stolen dingo has not been prosecuted by
DEEDI/ Biosecurity as they said it was ‘not in their interest to pursue this’. Under the Land Protection
Act 2001 it carries a fine of $40,000 to $80,000 for illegally owning a dingo.
Let’s do a comparison of sentencing: ‘leaving food available for a dingo’ … either $1200 or $8000 depending on who you
are… ‘Break and enter with intent to harm and steal’… 12 months good behaviour. (The act of Trespass usually carries a
$1500 fine or 12 mths in jail.)
On a happier note, cyclone mesh fencing has been donated by Ray Revill to build a massive enclosure around one of the
dams so that the dingoes can enjoy a big exercise yard and lots of swimming. 2nd steel posts have been bought due to
fencing around a football ground damaged in this year’s floods
Ray Revill and others will join Simon in a working bee to get this underway on Dec 14‐15. If anyone feels they would like
to offer some muscle and help the dingoes, please email SFID or Simon.
Bushland Dingo Haven: The pups seem to have slowed down with their growing. Lance, the ginger one
looks very similar to the FI dingoes. In spite of his being the biggest, he is the most sensitive. Things
seem to scare him far more quickly than the others. Gill and Richard watch the pups with their food. A
domestic pup would wolf everything down from their food bowl, and look round for more. Not these
guys. They take a piece of meat, and head off to their favourite spot to eat it before returning to eat
another piece.
When it comes to exercising the animals it takes Gill and Richard 7 hours a day to make sure all the animals are well
exercised! Gill’s knee op went well and she was back home in four days. Now she has got lots of exercises to do
herself! Richard is quite busy and doesn’t come in till about 10 pm. By which time he is too tired to eat a proper meal.
For Bushland Dingo Haven news, please see their great new blog at:
http://www.blogger.com/profile/15572014620759115529 (you may have to access it thru Google by doing a search for
Bushland Dingo Haven)

FRASER ISLAND DINGO VIDEO CHANNEL:
http://www.youtube.com/user/SaveFraserIsDingoes

JEN’S DINGO VIDEO CHANEL:
http://www.youtube.com/user/fidingo?feature=mhee
Please pass on the link to all of your friends!
Dingoes deserve to go viral too!

COMING SOON: SAVE FRASER ISLAND DINGOES WEBSITE. Meanwhile, please continue to follow the news on FACE
BOOK: SAVE FRASER ISLAND DINGOES, FACEBOOK PAGE: SAVE FRASER ISLAND DINGOES INC and FRASER ISLAND
FOOTPRINTS.COM
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Musicians Oka, Matty James, Tribal Trance, Roger Bradshaw from Jabaroo, and Stephan van der Merwe, have supported
SFID’s dingo conservation, and Jen’s Marine Debris collection by generously allowing us to use their beautiful music in
our video presentations. Matty signed the petition when the Eumundi Girls first promoted it and is sympathetic
to the dingoes. It’s been a real thrill to meet Matty in person! Please support them by purchasing their music if you
can:

Matty James: www.mattjames.com.au CD’s $25 ea + $3 postage
Roger Bradshaw: www.myspace.com/yikadidrums Jabaroo
Tribal Trance: http://www.embryostudiops.net.au/tribaltrance (Matty, Roger, Chris lane)
Oka: http://www.okamusic.com/HOME.html Chris Lane

For dingo donations and purchases, payment can be made via Pay Pal, Direct Debit to Save Fraser Island Dingoes Inc
Westpac Bank Pialba Account No: 303196 BSB 034‐136 or by cheque and money order to Save Fraser Island Dingoes Inc
C/‐ Secretary K. Kilpatrick 50 Old Maryborough Road, Pialba Q. 4655 Sorry no eftpos.
For overseas purchases electronic transfer can be sent to:‐ SWIFT‐WPACAU2S Westpac, Hervey Bay Branch 139 Boat
Harbour Drive.
From Victoria: Another festive season is fast approaching, bringing with it a brand New Year. I hope that you, your family and
all your staunch supporters have an outstanding Christmas and a brilliant New Year! We sincerely believe that 2012 will only
bring the very best, excellent health and peace for you! In spite of my rage I also hope that the many detractors of our all
important apex predator the dingo will have a year of good health and happiness. I pray that they will finally come to realise
and accept the crucial importance of our "Aussie wolf" in our unique ecology! My special New Year's wish (dream) is that
Fraser Island will be handed back to our indigenous people without reservation pronto!
It is already over a year ago since one of the more hideous injustices in modern times in this country has been
perpetrated against you and the dingo, dear Jennifer. The consequent "Public Lynching" portrays a level of
nepotism to date unheard of in Australia, even in Queensland! Again, we are so sorry for your struggle and
we salute you for your courage and your endless love for the dingo!
Our dingo‐pack had a busy year of introducing themselves to the population at large. We visited many venues,
answered thousands of questions and collected many signatures for a number of petitions. At times it has
been mind numbing and stressful but our boys and girls always presented themselves with great dignity and
profound respectability.
To one and all MERRY CHRISTMAS AND THE HAPPIEST NEW YEAR!
Alfred and Midori Mueller. Victoria.

NOTE TO MEMBERS: REMINDER OF MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS.
Membership: Regular: $20. Deluxe: $37 (includes Jennifer Parkhurst's book "Vanishing Icon"). Children up to 12 years:
$5

Beautiful DVD of images of Fraser Island Dingoes taken by Wildlife Photographer
Jennifer Parkhurst and set to original score
by composer Stephen van der Merwe. $20 (incl postage and handling)
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Kirra July 2003 – April 2011
Message to my Girl.
I never needed to call you, though you answered to my whistle if you heard it.
You just always seemed to appear. Your keen senses of hearing and smell brought
you to me, even when I was somewhere you wouldn’t have expected me to be, or if
you were where I didn’t expect to see you. Or perhaps it was our spiritual connection.
We always just found each other.
To have the friendship of a completely wild animal, tender, dignified, elegant, wise,
is something few could ever know. You welcomed me into your pack, and made me a
part of your family. You gave your love freely. I was your kin, your equal. You
encouraged me to baby‐sit the kids and in fact most of the time relied on me to
watch them while you went hunting. You proudly showed me your kills, and quivered
when I applauded with glee. You didn’t need my approval nor did I need yours.
Instead we delighted together in each‐other’s triumphs.
At times we roamed the bush in silence, our feet sometimes using well worn trails, other times forging new ones.
Walking together side by side, romping through the tall grasses of the swamps, tippy toeing across mangrove roots, lying
peacefully atop a hill, communing with K’Gari… we were companions, friends, our souls were interwoven and our bond
was sacred and spiritual.
We were able to communicate wordlessly – we knew each other so well that words had no meaning. You taught me to
use my senses in a way few humans are able to. I perceived each nuance of your movement. I knew when you were
tired, sorrowful, eager to hunt, playful, when you were duty‐bound to sacrifice your welfare for your babies. When you
secretly treated the weaker ones to special meals or affection, I knew your heart was more than pure. I knew genuine
altruism and deep affection resided within that little frame of yours.
My heart swelled to bursting when you howled at the sunrise, howled to count your numbers, howled to the planes
above, which perhaps you thought were dingo spirits. Year after year sorrowfully we howled together when the pups
each died.
And when you howled you didn’t mind that I sometimes joined my voice to yours. But most times I’d sit silently in
deepest respect and listen to the sweet rich melody, my spirit soaring with the notes, my entire being at peace. Your
howl gave me a gift I could never repay, something I yearn for every day and feel so lonely without. The sound of your
howl grounded me to the earth, made me a part of K’Gari to the point that I could hear the Island itself howling its grief‐
stricken cry.
You couldn’t live in my world and I couldn’t live in yours, but for a portion of each day, our worlds combined and we
were one. Like the ancient Aborigines in perfect tune with nature, I tried my best to walk your world with respect, not
breaking a twig, disturbing a spider’s web, not leaving a trace. But you left your mark in my world… and this is a
profound miracle.
Parting was always such sweet sorrow. I said goodbye every single day with sadness in my heart, but joy in knowing I
would see you again tomorrow. And you, you poor sweet thing, you sometimes had to choose between your life‐mate
and I, and I could clearly see the conflict in your eyes. Sometimes you ran for miles beside me, then ran back to him,
then ran back to me; if all that effort didn’t cost you so much precious energy it would have been comical. You genuinely
sacrificed yourself and your wellbeing for our friendship, as did I.
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To rest or sleep with you nearby I knew I was safe from every danger. I slept the sleep of peace and protection while you
were watching over me.
You always sensed when I was in danger and miraculously appeared. You were my protector. You were abundantly
gentle of spirit and yet your devotion meant that you would fight to the death for me and give your own life for mine
without hesitation. That is one of the greatest honours of my life. I have comfort now in knowing that in a way I gave my
life for yours.
When I knew I had to leave the Island forever, and leave you behind, the pain of separation was almost too much to
bear – I fretted about how I could communicate to you that I would not be coming back but would still be with you, in
spirit.
And yet the last time I saw you, you told me that you understood. You embodied ancient wisdom, and with dignity, you
gave me your blessing.
No greater love has existed for me.
The Island, the Aussie bush should never be silent or without your glorious song. The Bush without you is a desert and
K’Gari without you is a wasteland…
Living life without being in your presence and hearing your howl every day has been desperately tragic for me. At least I
knew you were still there, surviving, thriving as only you could, a Matriarch, a born alpha who led with nobility, who
commanded respect rather than demanded it.
They took your dear precious life in the end My Girl, but they didn’t take your soul.
How can I say goodbye to you my Kirra, my mate? What can I say, except… Thank You?
The angels have waited for you for so long, and now they have their way… Your essence guides me forever, you are in
Heaven with all the others we’ve loved and lost. You spirit runs free all around your territory, you will evermore be the
Queen of K’Gari.
The time we shared, your friendship with me, was not just a special bond we had, but a legacy for the whole world.
Our wild spirits will reunite. I know you will find me. I will be wandering around in
Heaven and suddenly you will be there by my side. And we’ll romp and play in the
Garden for all of eternity, and until then my dear sweet Kirra,
nothing can take your memory away from me.
Jennifer Parkhurst

Photos: Julie Fechner.

