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DINGO ON THE FRASER SHORE
Dingo on the Fraser shore
Dingo lives by age old lore
Pretty soon to live no more
Beneath the Fraser sky
Man and Dingo got along
Each one knew where both belong
Now what's right has gone so wrong
Dingo don't know why
Man wants Dingo off the Land
"Starve him out or get him banned
We've an Eco Theme Park planned
And the cost is high!”
There's a game some children play
Offer food then run away
"Dingo threatens us" they say
And Man 'believes' the lie
Dingo down to skin and bones
Now they're throwing sticks and stones
Taking Land for No Go Zones
Dingo can't reply
Starving Dingo needs to feed
Tries to hunt but can't succeed
Victim of Commercial Greed
How can Man deny?
Honour Dingo's Ancient Race
Let him keep his Rightful Place
Dingo's death is Man's disgrace
DON'T LET DINGO DIE!!
Lin Sarjeant
(A passionate fund raiser for the Guide Dogs and a conservationist)

3

Contents:
President’s Report
LNP Statement
Vice President’s Report
Research
Secretary’s report
Bushland blogspot
Treasurer’s report
Memorial: Malcolm Douglas
Feature: Sonia Hutchinson
Feature: Lily Bastin
Have FI dingoes lost their food sources?
Feature: Eumundi Girls: Woofstock
Media Release
Dingoes being run over
Comment Fred Williams
Veterinary Care – Cheryl Bryant
Alfred and Midori’s Clan
Feature: The Bendigo Gang
Links to videos
Queensland Petition
Interstate Petition
Merchandise poster
Merchandise Order Form
Proxy form for voting
Membership form
Profit and Loss statements

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
10
11
12
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31‐33

SFID Committee:
President, Malcom Kilpatrick; Vice President, Jennifer Parkhurst; Secretary, Karin Kilpatrick;
Assistant Secretary, Norma Hannant; Treasurer, Karin Kilpatrick; Events coordinator, Bob
Heathcote; Events coordinator, Sonia Hutchinson; Assistant events coordinator, Lynne Smith;
Publicity Officer: Cheryl Bryant; Butchulla Advisor: Aunty Marie Wilkinson; Wildlife Carer: Ray
Revill; Legal Advisor: Marilyn Nuske.
THIS NEWSLETTER PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
M&K MODEL RAILWAYS – 50 Old Maryborough Rd Pialba 4655.
Drop in and visit the great train display.
AND:
7th Wave Surf shop and Info Centre, Rainbow Beach 4581
Best surf wear and gifts in town
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hello everyone once again. It’s hard to believe
another year of SFID is nearly over! A lot has
been accomplished but there are still some
important events ahead.
The 24th of October heralds another A.G.M. I
look forward to seeing familiar faces and new
ones, everyone is most welcome and those who
aspire to a position on the Committee will
certainly be sought after!
I would like to take this opportunity to
personally thank each and every one of my
outgoing Committee. Unless you are at the “coal
face”, it is hard to imagine the behind the scenes
activities these lovely people engage in trying to
save the F.I. Dingoes. This newsletter, revered
by many for its very interesting and informative
content is testimony to Jennifer Parkhurst’s
literary, artistic and computing skills, thank you
Jennifer, the hours put in are enormous and very
much appreciated.

We have a tremendous amount of history on F.I.
Dingoes thanks to Norma Hannant, also Norma
has been very busy every week putting our
records in order filing and getting the mail ready
for posting. A special thank you to Norma for
the outstanding decorations she made for the
Whale Festival float. Our very capable P.R
persona, Cheryl Bryant has been churning out
eloquent responses and press releases to the
twists and turns of our continued contact with
DERM and our members.
Thanks also to Bob Heathcote, Sonia
Hutchinson our Event Co-ordinators, both

always willing to lend a hand or a vehicle!
Thank you Sonia for all the work you did on the
float and for driving it in the Parade. You did
extremely well for not running into those of us
that walked in front holding the banner! Auntie
Marie, for all the valuable information and
assistance in all matters Aboriginal, recently was
interviewed by SBS, we are looking forward
seeing it go to air soon.
Thank you also to SFID’s Solicitor Marilyn
Nuske for the many hours spent researching
legal documents and answering numerous
queries. Ray Revill our Wildlife Advisor has
also done his fair share of media interviews. We
hope that this year ends on a high note for Ray
who lost so much in the floods at the start of
2011.
Finally our tireless Secretary and
Treasurer Karin, thank you for the countless
hours injected into these positions, it might put
prospective Committee members off, but Karin
tells me that it does have its rewards thanks to
the wonderful, caring people who write in
offering encouragement and support.
There are also many members not on the
Committee who are always ready to lend a hand,
thank you John and Dulcie Lennon, the Virgos
family, Ron Corfield, Brad Smith from Turning
Point who is always ready at a moment’s notice
to tape the news and upload to you-tube. Rob
Dalton from Express Bookkeeping for many
hours donated to assisting with the accounting.
Also to Sam Catalano, our very talented
didgeridoo player, who played nonstop for an
hour in the Festival Parade. I am very grateful
to you all, it is thanks to this support that makes
our cause what it is and my job as President very
easy.
Without clouding the thunder of my fellow
Committee members by duplicating the past few
months activities, I would like to quickly recap
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on a couple of our DERM/QPWS meeting with
Mr. Ross Belcher, Peter Wright, Luke Diddams
and John Stewart in Maryborough, was
interesting to say the least. Some questions were
answered and more are yet to be. I don’t think
that Cheryl went into the meeting thinking she
would be putting her hand into a trap!

Cheryl’s hand in the soft-jaw trap used on
dingoes on FI. She said the trap hurt when set
off, and after about 1 minute her fingers started
going numb. You can see the tips of her fingers
are red…After 4 minutes she couldn’t take it any
longer.

The hard working group from Eumundi Markets
have certainly been active and causing quite a
stir it seems. They have amassed considerable
signatures for our petitions and serve as a firm
reminder what a concerned community group
can achieve. Well done! We have reached our
goal of 3,000 signatures but still have a month to
go. Petition forms at the end of the newsletter for
anyone who would like to try and gather some
more. Please note: there are two petitions, one
for QUEENSLAND and one for INTERSTATE.
Finally, it was exciting to be asked by Andrew
Powell and Ted Sorensen to attend the LNP
press release of their F.I. Strategy initiatives.
This is an amazing outcome for all our lobbying
and a testament to their commitment to perform
better than what we have experienced over the
last couple of decades in Queensland. We wait
with anticipation to see the ultimate outcome of
their efforts.
Thank you all again for such a great year and I
look forward to what we can all achieve in the
coming year. See you at the A.G.M.
Malcom Kilpatrick

____________________________________________________________________________________
On 1st of September 2011 the Qld LNP Shadow Minister for Environment Andrew Powell delivered some
very encouraging news.
SFID is in no way affiliated with any Political Party but after dealing with the ALP Government for a
number of years and constantly hitting a brick wall, Andrew Powell is offering much needed hope for a
brighter future for our dingoes:
"The LNP recognises the Fraser Island Dingo as an integral part of the distinctive ecology that
makes the Fraser Island World Heritage Area unique"
"The LNP is committed to ensuring the long term survival of a healthy and sustainable wild
population of dingoes on Fraser Island".
"The LNP will ensure Fraser Island once again fulfils its potential as a sustainable tourism
destination in this spectacular World Heritage Area"
"The LNP will commission an immediate independent scientific peer review of the Fraser Island
Dingo Management Stratey"

Let’s hope Can‐Do will un‐do all of Labor’s stuff ups before it’s too late.
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VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It’s been over two years now since the raid on
my home by DERM. Looking back over the last
two years, I can’t help but wonder what the Govt
achieved with the raid and subsequent
prosecution. Dingoes are still ‘misbehaving’ and
being killed at an alarming rate. Fencing the
townships, rangers hazing dingoes and
encouraging tourists to haze dingoes, and
forcing the dingoes to be ‘wild’ hasn’t achieved
anything. The management strategy isn’t
working.
I still believe that educating people about dingo
behaviour in a way that doesn’t frighten them
should be a top priority. People respect what
they understand. I do think it is possible for
humans and dingoes to co-exist peacefully.
It’s also important that we find out the
population of the dingoes before we destroy any
more. The FI dingo is an animal of cultural and
ecological significance and we have to keep the
population alive and viable until we know what
the carrying capacity of the Island actually is.
We need a complete moratorium on any
interference immediately.
Collars do not tell us about dingo numbers;
collars track dingoes’ movements. That is all.
The VHF antennas are not being utilized
because it is not practical. So we know where 17
dingoes are traveling but that’s about it. Even
though collars were active, DERM was not
apparently able to ascertain where the natal dens
were (why?) and so a hazard reduction burn in a
den area took place in August. Were puppies
killed in the fire? It is of little consequence,
because fire is apparently a ‘natural
phenomenon’. That would be the case if the fire
wasn’t lit artificially. A fire lit by humans can be
delayed till denning is over. More fires are about
to start, but at least now the pups are old enough
to get out of the way.

There are other issues of course, such as dingoes
being struck by vehicles. This will be addressed
later in the newsletter.
I would like to extend my thanks to the people of
the Sunshine Coast for their invitations to speak
at various events. It has been a pleasure meeting
you all and your warm welcome has been very
encouraging. There is a saying that ‘animal
people are caring people’ and this is
undoubtedly true. The more people I meet
through my role as VP of SFID, the more I come
to appreciate this.
And thanks to Joan Pearson for inviting me to
come and speak in Sydney. I look forward to
seeing you all there!
People from all spheres of life have donated
things for us to auction or raffle, and this month
a beautiful hand-crafted rocking horse was
donated by Mike Prior, who has also made
sandwich boards for both SFID and the Eumundi
Girls, as well donating as other equipment and
supplies. It is extremely heartening to see that
people are so genuinely concerned about their
environment that they put their time or money
aside and proactively do something to
contribute.

Letters never stop flowing in and it is nice to
receive so many positive comments and stories
from interstate (and international) members.
This is testament to how concerned Australians
are about our dingoes.
With our Patron Alan Wilton’s latest research
showing that the dingo is the oldest
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domesticated animal in the world, we see the
importance of conservation even more clearly.
I would like to thank all the national and
international academics for their wonderful
contributions to dingo research. It is great to see
this research expanding to diverse areas that
would not traditionally tackle animal ecology.
(Please see end of newsletter for links to Brad
Purcell’s work in Africa. I also recommend the
book ‘Wild Dog Dreaming’ by Deborah Bird
Rose.)
I would like to acknowledge our affiliate
conservation groups and encourage you all to
keep up the fight for the survival of Australia’s
native animals. I would particularly like to thank
the Australian Wildlife Protection Council for
awarding Pat O’Brien (President Wildlife

Protection Assoc Aus) with the 2011 AWPC
Award for a lifetime of caring and passion to
ensure animals are treated humanely.
I add my accolades to the SFID committee for
its resolute dedication to this cause. Most of the
team has been mentioned by our Vice President
in his report, but I would like to return our
thanks to Malcom for his multi-faceted job,
especially his work as team leader and
outstanding role as media representative.
And last but absolutely not least thanks to our
members and friends who continue to support
our efforts to SAVE FRASER ISLAND
DINGOES!
Jennifer Parkhurst

______________________________________________________________________
RESEARCH FROM OUR PATRON, DR ALAN WILTON. PLEASE CONTACT SFID FOR FULL
ARTICLE. From: The Australian September 08, 2011 12:00AM
TINY snippets of DNA from dingoes and domestic dogs reveal that Australia's native dog arrived
thousands of years earlier than previously believed -- at the end of a long journey from China.
While dingoes don't appear in the archeological record until roughly 3500 years ago, the genetic evidence
suggests the native dog arrived between 4600 and 18,300 years ago.
According to international geneticists, including Alan Wilton of the University of NSW and Peter
Savolainen of the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, their analysis also reveals the routes
dingoes, New Guinea singing dogs (NGSDs) and Polynesian dogs took to their ultimate destinations.
"This gives a clear indication that Polynesian dogs, as well as
dingoes and NGSDs, trace their ancestry back to south China
through mainland Southeast Asia and Indonesia," they
reported yesterday in the Proceedings of the Royal Society B.
Previously, it had been believed that dingoes and other dogs
spread to Southeast Asia, Oceania and Australia from Taiwan
and The Philippines, a route highly dependent on boats.
"Clearly, the land route is much more feasible for dogs than
the sea route," said Dr Wilton.

Dr Wilton is currently suffering a relapse of cancer.
Please send us your best wishes for him
and we will pass them on.
Photo: Caroline Dalgleish

8

S

ecretary’s

R

eport

This is my final report for the year and I wish to
firstly thank everyone who has along the way,
taken the time to write to us. Through your
letters, photos and cards, I have come to know
so many of you on a personal level and feel that
this genuine support and passion from people
whom I have never met, has given this cause its
strength.
Many of you have taken pen to paper and
contacted Ministers in Qld and Canberra only to
be disappointed with the standard reply that all is
well with the dingoes on Fraser Island and yet
the questions that need to be addressed remain
unanswered. Of paramount importance is the
knowledge of how many dingoes are on the
Island, how many breeding pairs there are and
what natural food sources are available.
QPWS feel that the tracking collars FI dingoes
are currently wearing, will give them all the
answers. Apart
from perhaps gaining an
understanding of what 17 collared dingoes are
eating, we are not convinced that very much else
will be gleaned from this study. However in
February we will be contacting QPWS again, to
query the findings of the study and will let you
all know as soon as the information is available.
I wish to thank the Committee for its untiring
efforts to assist in all areas of Committee duties;
we constantly cross over in our individual roles
due to the large volume of work that the dingo
cause has created. On behalf of the Committee I
wish to thank our President Malcom Kilpatrick
who is always willing to speak on our behalf to
the media and there have been quite a few
interviews during the year. Thank you Malcom
for calmly steering the ship through turbulent
waters, it isn’t easy to deal with so many issues
and personalities and at the same time run a
business.

I am very proud to be associated with this
Committee and the wonderful people in our
Community, genuine people who have helped
with time, information and donations, thank you!
Correspondence In
Approximately 500 e-mails per week. Ten letters
since June from members containing copies of
correspondence from Political Ministers. Twenty
new member applications ( a total of 300 paid up
members). 3,000 on Facebook and many
hundreds more who have purchased Jennifer’s
book Vanishing Icon, SFID merchandise, or
have just written or phoned in for information
and support.
Correspondence Out
Application to Council to participate in Whale
Festival.
Application to Lions Club to participate in Pier
Festival
Application to hold Dingo Day at Apex Park in
December
Numerous
e-mails
to
Department
of
Environment requesting update on our Tax
Deductible Status. Application is in Canberra
with Federal Minister Tony Burke for signing.
5,000 dingo related e-mails from June to
September, replies to members, merchandise
orders, mail out advices/media releases,
correspondence with Scientists, Committee,
media and animal welfare groups.
Petitions
Until November there are two petitions available
to be signed. One for Qld and one for Interstate
visitors. If you are interested in obtaining
signatures for SFID, please find at the end of the
Newsletter a copy of the Petitions.
Currently there are just over 3,000 signatures on
the petitions. Thank you to all who have
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participated and a huge thank you to the
Eumundi Ladies for all their hard work, letter
writing, running stalls at the market, creating
hand out kits and so much more. Your
enthusiasm and perseverance is to be
commended.
Speaking about enthusiasm, a huge thank you to
Norma for the terrific job making and painting
the dingoes for the Whale Festival float, we
know how much time and effort it took they
looked great. To walk in the Parade was a lot of
fun and even more was hearing the shouts of
support for the dingo cause.
AGM
It is that time of the year again when Fair
Trading require that we wind up the year and
elect a new Committee, at the end of this
Newsletter please find Voting forms for this
purpose.
The AGM for those who can attend will be
held on 24th October 2011, at Malcom
Kilpatrick’s residence, 50 Old Maryborough
Road Pialba Hervey Bay Qld at 10am, lunch

will be provided, we look forward to seeing
many voters and supporters.
The upcoming year may see a State Election and
although we do not support any Political Party,
SFID will have to scrutinise carefully those
Politicians we feel have the good of Fraser
Island and its wildlife at the forefront and to date
we have had tremendous support from some
LNP Ministers, who have personally taken the
time to visit Fraser Island and to meet with
SFID. If elected and they stand up to their
promises, Fraser Island will be in good hands. I
personally would like to thank Ted Sorensen
Member for Hervey Bay, Shadow Environment
Minister Andrew Powell and Glen Elmes,
(former Shadow Minister for Environment) who
all have remained supportive and interested in
our activities.
Once again thank you for being the fuel that
keeps SFID’s motors running.
Kindest Regards,
Karin

______________________________________________________________________________

‘Blue’ the white dingo at Bushland Dingo Haven: Google: blogspot: Bushland Dingo Haven
Blue was too kind in the eye and the sheep beat him up so he had to be retired.

Our condolences to Gill and Richard on the passing of ‘Twoey’

____________________________________________________
CONGRATULATIONS TO PROFESSOR GISELA KAPLAN FOR BEING AWARDED
AN HONOURARY DOCTORATE OF SCIENCE, UNIVERSITY NEW ENGLAND.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Since 30th of June, SFID has received $3,554.96
in donations, sales of merchandise and
memberships.
Expenses for the same period $4,406.49 for
purchasing merchandise, postage, advertising
AGM notice, audit fees which have increased
from last year from $220 to $440 dollars an
increase of $220 and Insurance from $530 to
$570 an increase of $40
We hope that we will be able to sell
merchandise at the Pier Festival on the 25th of
September as we need to raise $1,000 to
complete the construction of our Web Site.
Next fund raising activities will be a market
day at Ray Revill’s Sanctuary Mungar, a Sunday
in October. SFID will also be supporting the
Eumundi people’s Markets on a Saturday in
November, date yet to be set.
Our next major fund raiser will be on Dingo
Day Apex Park 11th of December 2011.
Thank you to Bob Heathcote who sold two
recliners and donated the sale of $300 to
SFID.
Thank you to Jennifer Parkhurst for sharing
the profits of her book sales with SFID, Robin
Wells for his book In the Tracks of a
Rainbow, Fred Williams for K’gari Princess
and Deb Wittman for CD sales Dingoes Don’t
Bark.

I would also like to thank Bay Centro’s
Newsagency for allowing us to sell Vanishing
Icon through their store.
David’s Ultra Music in Main Street Pialba for
selling the cd Dingoes Don’t Bark
The Tourist Information Centre Hervey Bay, for
advertising our merchandise.
Thank you to Caroline Dalgleish for the sales
she made through her store in Rainbow Beach.
7th Wave Surf Shop and Info Centre Rainbow
Beach for stocking Vanishing Icon and other
SFID merchandise.
The Eumundi Ladies for the many sales they
have made on our behalf, and to all our members
and supporters for the purchases they have made
throughout the year, a huge thank you!
For donations and purchases payment can be
made via Pay Pal, Direct Debit to Save Fraser
Island Dingoes Inc Westpac Bank Pialba
Account No: 303196 BSB 034-136 or by cheque
and money order to Save Fraser Island Dingoes
Inc C/- Secretary K. Kilpatrick 50 Old
Maryborough Road, Pialba Q. 4655 Sorry no
eftpos.
For overseas purchases electronic transfer can
be sent to:- SWIFT-WPACAU2S Westpac,
Hervey Bay Branch 139 Boat Harbour Drive.
Kind regards,
Karin

______________________________________________________________________________
SFID would like to recognize the first anniversary
of Malcolm Douglas’s death 22‐9‐2010. Malcolm
was very supportive of dingo conservation. The last
message he ever recorded via video was done for
SFID prior to our Charity Dingo Dinner last year.
See his message
to SFID at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eAyGkkfEkI
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Introducing: Sonia Hutchinson
Sonia Hutchinson (or ‘Hutch’ as we
fondly know her) has been a steadfast
supporter of Fraser Island flora and
fauna since 1984. Sonia has been a
long term spokesperson for the dingoes
along with others such as Dr John
Kingston and Pat O’Brien, President of
WPAA (Wildlife Protection Assoc of
Australia).
Sonia has meticulously gathered a collection of photographs and
news clippings during her long association with the Island which is
currently being archived by SFID for its historical value.
The portfolio of information clearly demonstrates a stark
rise in negative dingo/human interactions after the dumps
were closed and the brumbies removed in 1994. In
1994 residents, devastated that their local dingoes were
being culled were freeing them from traps in a desperate attempt to save them.
Butchulla Elder Marie Wilkinson (now SFID committee member) back in 1998
strongly opposed a cull of the dingoes and said tourists must respect the Island’s
wildlife. She was devastated by the culling. A healthy dingo in 1994 – no ear tag:
Fellow supporters of Sonia’s included Berenice Walters of the Australian Native Dog Conservation
Society (founder of Bargo Dingo Sanctuary), and Bruce Jacobs, famous founder of the dingo farm in
Chewton, who flew to the Island in 2001 after the young child was attacked, and said: ’All they (the
dingoes) want is a good feed’. Lily Bastin, at that stage a resident of Fraser Island for 30 years (featured
in another story in this newsletter) was devastated at the way the dingoes were being treated and wrote
to Sonia often with her concerns.
Along with Sonia, both Lily and Bruce recommended that
the dingoes should be artificially fed.
.

At a rally in 2003 Sonia demanded protection for the
dingoes, and stated that their poor treatment was a
national disgrace. ‘They have culled out the strongest of
the breed and left only the weakest. There are hardly
enough there now to maintain a viable gene population,’
she said. ‘People need to be fully informed about what is
happening on the Island.’ After all these years of giving a
voice to the dingoes, Sonia finally feels as though we are
starting to see a change.

Sonia’s precious collection reveals a macabre management treatment of the dingoes since the 1992
Heritage Listing. This collection will eventually be available for purchase by SFID, and funds will go
towards future conservation of the Fraser Island dingo.
Sonia featured in a TV news story with Pat O’Brien in 2001 after the mass culling of at least 30 dingoes
on the Island. Sonia, Pat and others went to the Island with fish frames and openly fed the dingoes
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despite opposition from the QPWS. They were never fined for their actions. This video is available from
the SFID library.
SFID and all dingo supporters would like to thank Sonia for her tireless work to help conserve the FI
dingoes for at least 16 years now. Let’s hope that soon all her efforts will be rewarded and we will finally
see protection for this unique and pure strain of dingo.

****************************************************************************************************

Tribute to Lily Bastin
Lily Bastin was a character. According to her
granddaughter Jo she used to drive around the Island
in a pink 4 wheel drive and was fondly know as
‘Lily of the Valley’ because she lived in Happy Valley.
This lovely, heart‐wrenching story and photos was
provided by Sonia. The original is
available for viewing on request.

‘My Golden Friends’ written in 1994
(At the time of writing this story, Lily was protecting three dingoes who National Parks ‘didn’t
know they had missed shooting…’)
Roughly 28 years ago (1964) was the beginning of my love for the dingo of Fraser Island. Being a
very keen fisher‐woman of course the dingoes were always close by hoping to be fed their meal
of fresh fish which they loved. If you were too mean to feed them a few fish they would help
themselves from your catch in the bucket. I for one never minded as there was plenty of fish to
be caught in those days and naturally the dingo still hangs around the beach looking for hand
outs.
The first dingo to attach itself to me personally was a young
female. She just arrived from the bush, sat about at a distance
watching me make a garden, coming closer all the time until she
followed me from place to place in the garden. She was a loner
and we became fast friends. All she wanted was company.
No I didn’t feed her in those days; there was plenty of food for
them and not many tourists. I dubbed her Sally, even when I
was off the Island she must have remained near home because
I came home to the Island and in no time Sally would arrive,
much to my joy.
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Then one day disaster struck, a young neighbour came to me to tell me Sally was dead lying on
the beach and it was her – much to my sorrow she had been run down, and run over by a four
wheel drive (which they the tourists) did quite often those days. It’s hard to imagine that
people do these things to God’s creatures. These same people make big noises if a car runs
down one of their family.
I didn’t become attached to one particular dingo for a few years,
and a male made himself at home at my place. He never allowed
any dingoes who came with him to stay this went on for years till
he became an old dog.
Buff: Can I come inside please?
Now we have his son taking over the Valley so I called him the name
Ding which was just short for Dingo and he was with us for about fourteen years. Very
handsome he was, and it was only a short time later he brought his mate with him and our
young lady dingo was in pup. They would lay exhausted on the hill side of home resting and
even then I’m sure they knew they were safe wherever I was. And the same applies to this day,
since once inside of my home they must know they are away from harm. There was so much
feed for them then, the cattle (which National Parks eventually destroyed), the dingoes also
had the wild horses (brumbies) another food supply that National Parks had to remove and
destroy.
Despite all this Ding and Lady as we called her had their pups each year. Hardly any survived;
the rate payers would shoot them as they seem to hate dingoes if they come from the land. I
could never see why they had to destroy ours. Ah, what wonderful sport for our human males
to destroy, maim and kill.
Lady and Ding:

Ding and Lady were never any trouble to anyone, nor did they harm anyone and gradually as
their food supply went, so some of us in the Valley began to feed them any scraps we had and
Ding and Lady started bringing their family along.
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would sit further away and watch all this
but he never went near a human being.
This pair of dingoes carried on in this
fashion all over the years. Lady and Ding
would go walk about, I suppose to hunt.
They would take all their young family with
them miles and miles into the rain forest
they may be gone three or four days but
they always came home to the Valley.
After each Christmas the numbers in the
family were always down to Ding, Lady and
either two or three of the offspring. You
would report hearing (gun) shots to
National Parks you’d know you would be
down a dingo, of course, but no one could
be caught or blamed, it still goes on.

Mother ‘Lady’ would go up to the food and
eat. She would allow her mate to eat with
her or in turn he would sometimes allow
her to eat with him but the young ones
dared not approach the bowl. When the
parents leave the food then only can the
young ones eat. Lady was always a sweetie
she would arrive at home near the door
giving a yappie bark until I went out to talk
to her and she would like very much to get
a sweet biscuit, she would stay there licking
my hand and arm saying ‘may I have a
sweet biscuit’ – give her one and away she
would go, how we loved that Lady. Ding

Last November ’93 we lost out Lady. Ding
only had orphans left in the family which he
took under his fatherly care and took them
with him on walks when he was able for
he’s now a very beaten up old man who
gets very tired. He looked after his family till
early this year when he was caught in a
dingo trap as was one of the young ones
and shot by National Park orders by the
Minister for the Environment. So ends the
lives of our Lady about 12 years old and
Ding who would have been roughly 14.
We are now treasuring the only young son
of Lady and Ding called Hoppie, and the
grandson of the old pair Handsome Pup Pup
and my dear golden girl I call Miss Pretty
she is granddaughter of our dear Lady and
Ding (these are the three she was hiding).
Lily eventually left the Island with a broken
heart, having seen the last of her dingoes
shot in her own back yard.
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H[v_ FI ^ingo_s lost th_ir foo^ sour]_s?
DERM statement Sept 2011:
‘Some people seem to give credibility to the myth that feral horses provided a significant food source for
dingoes on Fraser Island… In my view the myth about the feral horse population providing an important
food source for dingoes is a distraction from the facts.’
(Pers comm. From DERM, Original available on request.)

@n^ this \y @n^r_w M]N[m[r[ in 2008 (S_pt 18 Fr[s_r Co[st Chroni]l_):

MAYOR KRUGER BELIEVED THAT THE FOOD WAS GONE, AND DOCUMENTS OBTAINED BY
SFID AFTER AN FOI SEARCH REVEAL THESE FACTS FROM 1994:
Scat analysis showed a high dependency on foraged food. It is stated that FI ‘currently supports
a population of approx 120 dingoes’. However at this time no scientific research had been
undertaken on the dingo population inhabiting the island. Possible behavioural consequences
resulting from a decrease in artificial food resources were discussed.
Percentages of food found in scats: Fish: 61%, foreign matter: 39%, bandicoot: 29%, birds: 25%,
rats: 11%, plants: 7%, insects: 3
A WASTE MANAGEMENT CLOSURE PLAN was being implemented at this time.
‘It is presumed that the other forms of artificial feeding such as feeding by locals/tourists,
fish offal, campsites may reduce the impact resulting on the closure of rubbish tips.’ 1

1

Adnan Moussalli Griffith Uni “preliminary field study of dingoes in Central Station area’ June 1994
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‘...one may expect to find some very hungry dingoes, more aggressive and more of a nuisance
than usual…’
96% of people interviewed saw at least one dingo during their visit to the Island.
15% said they had seen dingoes all over the Island.
In another report:
‘Stalking by groups or single male adults was a common occurrence towards the end of the
quiet period before Easter. This high incidence of stalking during this period may have been
attributed to the lack of foods available for hungry animals.’ 2
The dump closure in February is blamed. ‘With January to March being a traditionally quiet
visitor period the dump would have been an important food source for dingoes.’
‘When foods from campers are scarce we may find that the dingoes become more aggressive
and demanding…. The incidents as listed in table 3 may have resulted directly from limited food
sources being available to these animals after the closure of the dump at the beginning of the
quiet period in February.’
‘Many dingoes from the area were noted as having lost considerable condition towards the end
of March’.
It was acknowledged that Brumbies were an important source of food:
‘The killing of young foals [in Spring] by dingoes provides a valuable food source available to
dingoes. Over the last two years no foals have survived dingo attacks ...the period which is part
of the quiet visitor period in October, November coincides with the time when young dingo
pups are most vulnerable to starvation. ‘

THEREFORE WE CONCLUDE:
The so-called healthy population DERM talks about today is probably only being sustained by
humans, hence the need for an urgent prey abundance study to answer the long standing
question "what natural food source is available to the dingo today”.

2

4/ DINGO MONITORING REPORT by Stephen Price (2IC) Waddy Ranger Station Jan 1994
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Maxine Jacobsen (or Maxi as we know her) has been a staunch animal rights campaigner
for many years. She protested the dam on Franklin River in the early 80s, has fought against bear baiting and
Orang‐utan abuse, and sh e became appalled at what was happening in our own backyard after watching ABC’s
‘Dogs of War’ about Jen’s fight to save the FI dingoes. Maxi started going to the markets every Saturday morning
with her sandwich board, SFID merchandise and copies of Jen’s book. She alone raised a lot of awareness for the
dingoes.
During this time Maxi raffled off one of Jen’s paintings, and the winner was
Maxine McGregor (or Max). Max was born and raised in NSW, has always been
passionate about animals, was involved with the Animal Welfare League in her teens
and hates seeing any injustice towards animals in general. After winning ‘Teakie’, and
hearing Ms Leverington’s interview on the ABC about the collars, Max joined Maxi in a
well publicized protest. Through the protest they met Marie, who was a welcome
addition to the team.
Max and Fergus
Marie & a rescued lion:
Marie grew up in Africa, Kenya and had early experiences of vast National Parks like
Nairobi National Park ; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nairobi_National_Park. She also
visited parks with her parents, such Ndere, Meru, Tsavo, the chyulu Hills, Aberdare,
and the Diana Sheldrick farm (http://www.allrovi.com/movies/movie/v530276)
where carers rescued orphaned elephants. Later she went to Zimbabwe with her
husband Chris and went to Hwange National Park (http://www.afrizim.com/places/hwange/),
which is the size of Belgium! There they they met up with people passionate about animal care. The best man at
their wedding was the manager, back in the UK, of Port Lympne Zoo
(http://www.aspinallfoundation.org/portlympne), which is owned by the Aspinall family.
‘So many people here are really glad to be able to sign their name to something to give
vent to their disgust at what is happening to the dingoes on Fraser Island.’
Heather and her husband Reid hail from Banff National Park in Alberta Canada and have
spent many years co‐existing with wild animals. Heather contacted Jen several years ago
when concerned about a 1080 baiting program in her area. She has since joined the
team and spends time when she can with the Max’s and Marie, raising awareness about
the dingoes.
Maxi in the pink hat at
‘Woofstock Festival’ and
Heather with the gang
below.
Eumundi Sept 2011:

Mal, Jen, Max (front) Marie, Maxi, Heather, Karin

The Eumundi Girls are not affiliated
with SFID, but are working alongside us
to help bring positive change for the FI
dingoes.
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Recent reports obtained through freedom of information suggest that the government has
been misleading the public regarding the cause of aggression by the Fraser Island Dingo.
These reports, dating back to 1994 and Commissioned by the Government, clearly demonstrate that
feeding is not the main cause of aggressive behaviour. In fact the reports state that loss of fear when
combined with hunger is the actual cause of problem behaviour (Price 1994) and the incidence of
stalking is most likely attributed to lack of foods available.
This study confirms what scientists and researchers have been saying for years: lack of food is a major
factor in causing unnatural and inappropriate behaviour. A hungry animal can become volatile and
unpredictable. Constant trapping, ear-tagging, hazing and destroying of animals disrupts the pack
structure which, in turn, leads to anti-social behaviour, but this is not recognised in the Dept. Of
Environment and Resource Management's Dingo Strategy.
DERM was aware that limiting food sources, such as closing the dumps, would have consequences.
"The dump closure...is blamed for starvation" (Price 1994), but did not consider it of importance.
The study also discusses the fact that nipping and biting is usually provoked by visitors and that
a juvenile dingo's natural curiosity and play-behaviour can be misinterpreted as aggression. Price
states, "nuisance behaviour is usually associated with a juvenile animals playful character". But again
DERM has ignored its own findings and the majority of animals destroyed today are juveniles.
Jennifer Parkhurst, Wildlife Photographer, was fined a sum of $40,000 including a 3 year suspended
sentence for feeding starving animals and allegedly causing them to become dangerous. At the time
this was considered excessive, as the maximum fine for feeding a dingo is $4000; now it seems
ridiculous.
DERM's management strategy is apparently based on the observations of rangers and students
during the course of their field work. Jennifer Parkhurst spent 7 years of observations but her
findings were dismissed.
In light of this study questions need to be asked:
Why did DERM spend so much time and effort pursuing Ms. Parkhurst in an attempt to
denounce her research when her findings were similar to those of their own department?
Why did DERM subsequently use a photograph from Ms. Parkhurst's study on its website if her
findings were discredited?
Why does DERM continue to deny that its management was not responsible for starvation of the
dingoes when clearly this document shows that the strategy had a huge impact on the dingoes
behaviour?
Why is the public only fined for feeding, but allowed to torment and tease the dingoes?
Why is the signage on the Island only warning tourists not to feed dingoes, but no signage warning
tourists not to abuse the animals?
Why are members of the public not held accountable for their actions, such as not supervising
children?
Why are juvenile dingoes still being targeted for destruction when exhibiting natural behaviours?

19

A senate committee has recommended
introducing speed limits to help save the nation's
declining koala population. Picture: Mike Smith
Source: News Limited
Our dingoes should be afforded the same
protection

Recently a dingo on Fraser Island (collared) was hit by a 4 wheel drive and killed.
Upon investigating this, SFID discovered that another dingo (male from 2010 litter), was killed on 20 July
2011 by vehicle strike near Yurru Camping Zone just north of the Cathedral Beach Resort entrance. The
tag was a trial one for new colours and the lamination had become detached leaving the base colour of
the tag – which is orange. Witnesses observed two vehicles driving near a group of dingoes and striking
the dingo – and not stopping. No registration details or any other vehicle identification were recorded.
To date we know of five dingoes that have died from vehicle strikes in the past two years and possibly a
sixth which we are waiting confirmation on. Even more disturbing are the reports that have come to SFID
this week from more witnesses who have seen people chasing our "protected" dingo in their cars and
even attempting to run dingoes over.
Notwithstanding deliberate vehicle strikes, dingoes on the beach wouldn't hear some vehicles due to the
noise coming from the waves or wind. The only way to stop this is to slow vehicles down. What if it is a
child next time? Roughly a month ago at Indian Head, a man was run over, and received back injuries,
and was air lifted to hospital. Will it take a human death by vehicle to do something about those speeding
vehicles? Where are the Police? Rangers?
Tis no more evident than now, that there really needs to be a change on the Island, and quickly....
According to the Nature Conservation Act…

Running over dingoes certainly constitutes interfering! We need signs reminding 4 wheel drive
enthusiasts that dingoes cross certain areas frequently.
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Fred Williams, Alan Wilton, Jen Parkhurst, Ted Sorensen
Fred Williams:
I have always advocated that to bring about an immediate change in the Administrative Practices of the current
manager we need to reverse the decision taken in the DFIMS (1999) to change the Nature Conservation Act.
The power to kill the dingo must be reversed to protect the dingo.
"Healthy and Sustainable Wild Population" could be interpreted as culling. All interventions upon the dingo should
cease and become the responsibility under control of a new scientific committee.
"Sustainable Tourism" could mean a variety of things including the support by the managers continued crony
operation of the extraordinary existing unsatisfactory Fraser Island Management Committee.
Tourism needs to be separated out totally from the Manager's portfolio of responsibility. Tourism should be the
responsibility of a new commissioner. The current manager should be 100% managing the Island’s many areas of
concern: ecology, fresh water, wildlife, forest etc. This would eliminate the past and current practices of trade-offs
with tourist operators.
The approach to enforcement and prosecution needs urgent review.
The current practice by the manager and Government of censorship of the freedom of the press/electronic media
needs urgent attention.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Christmas Cards available now.

2012 Calendars available November

21

COMMENT FROM MEMBER:
Hi there, exactly as I would have thought. A hungry dog is more likely to approach people and
try and get food, and then they have to be "managed" to prevent attacks. It's all a self-fulfilling
prophesy to keep their numbers down for tourism. The fine was more about upsetting the status
quo and about having their little scheme exposed for what it is. People living on islands don't
usually survive without importing food. Why should these animals have to? "Sustainable"
numbers for dingoes is one thing, but "sustainable" human numbers - and their overshoot - gets
ignored.
Vivienne
______________________________________________________________________

Why is th_r_ no v_t_rin[ry ][r_ for
^ingo_s on Fr[s_r Isl[n^? @pp[r_ntly
\_][us_ ^ingo_s might \_]om_ ‘h[\itu[t_^’
un^_r ][r_.
Response from Cheryl Bryant: ‘To release a "habituated"
or hand- raised animal into the wild is usually done by a
process called a "soft release" where the animal is slowly
introduced to natural prey and foraging and becomes less
dependent on human provided food until it is considered it can survive on its own.
This method is used worldwide... A dingo treated for an injury is not "habituated” and
would have no problem going back to the wild...’ Cheryl spent ten years as a Wildlife
Carer and studied animal Behaviour at Taronga Zoo.
______________________________________________________________________________

Special Occasions:
Happy Birthday to Aunty Marie for July, Jen and
Cheryl for August and Sonia and Bob for
September.
Congratulations to Bradley Smith our you-tube
Manager on his wedding to Alison Postle on 17th
September.

Congratulations to Andy and Charmaine, and
Grandparents Mal and Karin, and new Uncle
and Aunty Ed and Tina on the birth of Harrison.
SYMPATHIES TO RON CORFIELD ON THE
LOSS OF HIS DAD ON 8TH SEPTEMBER.
SYMPATHIES TO NORMA HANNANT ON THE
LOSS OF HER BROTHER.
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Appeal for Equipment:
SFID need’s a computer projector for education purposes. Currently we use borrowed
equipment for presentations. SFID (Ray Revill and Jen Parkhurst) would like to dedicate one day
a month to giving presentations to our local schools about the importance of the dingo to our
ecosystem. (It would also be great if someone could donate a boat, twin outboard would be
nice but a dingy if nothing else is available, oh and a 4 wheel drive would be nice!)
______________________________________________________________________________
We thought you might enjoy hearing a little
about the dingo members of Alfred and Midori’s
clan.

“The impact on people meeting the dingoes on
our daily walk around Lilydale Lake never seizes
to amaze me. I have been doing that now since
2005, so regular walkers down there have seen
our pack expand over the years

“We are on a large block with the house set to
the back, so it is easier to keep prying eyes
away from our tribe! Whilst we are registered
with the relevant authorities we are wary of
some "Creeps" possibly trying to bring harm to
our wolf family. At times it is helpful that the
general public is so blasé' about the dingo. We

deliberately never walk them near our home! Of
course any time one of us returns home there is
a powerful ancient song from the dingo
orchestra! The house is set some 50m back but
the sound can't be missed if you are on the
footpath.
“We find that our way of living with the dingo is
quite different from most. When you have the
chance to enter the world of these magnificent
creatures you must make every minute count!
When we eat they gather around us in orderly
fashion. No begging, no jumping on tables or
such. Both of us are having two dingoes sleep
on our beds. They are in the enclosure only if
they want to be there or to do their business. I
have never seen an animal that is as easily
house trained as a dingo! They have no interest
to mess up their den! Even on walks people are
amazed how we go about in an orderly fashion.
How do you train them they ask? I don't, is my
reply, they are far too intelligent to be stupid. Of
course there are some disagreements, what
family does not have them. But the order in the
pack is clear and after the challenge is sorted
and acknowledged its business as usual.
Wolves do not carry grudges! There is some
collateral damage on occasions of course but it
is manageable and absolutely worth it!
“One thing that bugs me is the fact that there are
hundreds of thousands of canine owners in
Australia, you would think they would care about
our native wolf being a fellow canine?!
“Can you imagine the impact all those thousands
of owners marching as one in all states with their
four-legged companions to support the cause of
our dingo would have.”
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Trish has been a voluntary Wildlife Carer
for 26 years. In 2004 Trish was nominated by
Barb and Stan and three others, as well as a
local school (one of many that Trish visits) for
an IFAW ‘Action Award’ for Wildlife Welfare and
Education. The award was presented at the
same school by a visiting IFAW executive and
involved the entire school. Barb, Stan and Trish
also support and protect the visiting Grey
Headed Flying Foxes and the resident
community based Brushtail Possums.
They are also involved in fighting to have speed limits in forested areas lowered to reduce road kills and
protect our precious native animals. They fight against animal cruelty and write many letters to local
papers and their Council and Politicians. They have fought for many years against the live animal export.
They have signed submissions against aerial poisoning of Dingoes in Victoria as well as duck shooting.
Trish, Barb and Stan are now also fighting for the
Frazer Island Dingoes and have had a display in their
local Library and have collected many signatures for
the SFID petition.
They plan to start another display at the Hippie
market in Wesley Hill near Castlemaine, in the hope
that the locals in these areas who own dingoes will
give their support. Trish's friend bought the Dingo
Sanctuary in Chewton which was previously owned
by Bruce Jacobs; she supported him when DSE went
in and shot his Dingoes.
Trish has been to visit the Dingoes and played with them which was an awesome experience (see photo
above). They welcomed Trish with their beautiful howling. At present Sanctuary is not open to the public
but you can visit by appointment (call Tehree Gordon on (03) 52542484).
Trish, Barb and Stan also travel to out of town places to retrieve injured animals such as kangaroos,
wallabies, bats, birds, possums, gliders, lizards and goannas and Trish is on call 24/7. The Gang feels
that the best part of their job is when the animals are released back into their natural world; this must be
very rewarding and make all the sleepless nights worthwhile! What a privilege to be up close and
personal with our unique Australian Native animals.
SFID would like to thank The Bendigo Gang for all their hard work.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Beautiful DVD of images of Fraser Island Dingoes taken by
Wildlife Photographer Jennifer Parkhurst and set to original score
by composer Stephen van der Merwe. $20 (incl postage and handling)
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Links to video, news clips and articles:
Dingo slideshow: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTs_R5AdenA
Featuring original score by Stephen Van Der Merwe from Australian Story and photographs by Jennifer
Dingo pups playing and howling, NEW: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Azciro7W7OA
Video made by Maxine McGregor: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_v9v0O2lNI
Marine debris: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYKogBBukfk&feature=related
Marine debris: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9i9vAZnHo8&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
TV News: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0D7qyrBuXac
Lovely article written by Maxine McGregor:
http://www.ecovoice.com.au/eco‐news/5600‐naibar‐wongari‐yeeran‐our‐sister‐dingo‐woman
http://www.youtube.com/user/fidingo
Woofstock:
http://usctvnews.journalismaustralia.com/2011/09/17/woofstock‐2/
Links to Brad Purcell’s footage:
Africa ‐ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mubeyqdpS0w
United Kingdom ‐ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=015eUZ2Zzwo&feature=related
Poland ‐ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=‐OpeBpZF27c&feature=related
America ‐ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXr5FrEHgfY&feature=related
BlogSpot ‐ www.thedingotracker.blogspot.com
‘I managed to find some of these links on the Net about Alan Wilton.
I hope you find them interesting in how supportive he has been to many groups and how he has gone
out of his way to help people when he can.
His work has been very helpful to many of us working and living in the animal kingdom, and for some of
us , we would not be able to do what we do if it was not from the help of this very approachable man.’
DingoSimon
http://www.dayinscience.unsw.edu.au/WWDS_OnSet/alanwilton/AlanW.htm
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~dingo/dna.htm
http://www.cfzaustralia.com/2010/10/geneticist‐dingoes‐in‐danger‐of‐dying.html
http://www.fraserislandfootprints.com/wp/?page_id=343
http://www.gympietimes.com.au/story/2010/09/30/experts‐reject‐govt‐dingo‐claim/
http://www.babs.unsw.edu.au/staff_academic/dr‐alan‐wilton
http://www.dingoconservation.com/research.html
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QUEENSLAND PETITION
To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of Queensland
The petition of residents of the State of Queensland draws the attention of the House; that the Fraser
Island Dingo is recognised as possibly the purest strain of dingo on the eastern Australian coast and
perhaps Australia-wide, but is currently on the verge of extinction due to loss of habitat and continued
culling.
Your petitioners, therefore, request the House to cease all experimentation on the Fraser Island Dingoes
including, culling, trapping, collaring, hazing and ear-tagging. Undertake an independent scientific peer
review of the current management strategy and establish an Advisory Committee to oversee the humane
and ethical treatment of the dingoes. Undertake a scientific population study of wildlife on the Island.
Ensure that rangers responsible for dingo management are suitably qualified biologists with a
knowledge and understanding of dingo behaviour. Establish an Interpretive Centre to educate and inform
visitors regarding the natural attractions of Fraser Island and correct behaviour when encountering a
dingo. Establish a Care Centre for sick or injured animals and ensure a continued independent monitoring
of all management plans implemented.

Principal Petitioner:

NAME

Malcolm Kilpatrick
50 Old Maryborough Road
Pialba Qld 4655

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

SIGNATURE
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INTERSTATE PETITION:
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