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MEDIA RELEASE

15 Oct 2012

Dingo eludes Fraser Island rangers.
Rangers on Fraser Island have destroyed another dingo at Cathedral Beach, but the
K'Gari camp dog still eludes them.
QPWS has decided to bring in a hired gun, a trapper, to destroy this animal. Is this the
future of Fraser Island? Residents and visitors are encouraged to throw sticks, shout and
kick sand at the animals and to 'dob in a dingo'. Some residents have even been advised
to shoot them with a slingshot. There is no responsibility placed upon parents who leave
their children unsupervised or visitors who harass the animals, no fines or penalties, but
the dingo pays the ultimate penalty and is destroyed.
The Regional Manager, Ross Belcher, admits the camp dog did not bite anyone, nor did
the animal that was recently destroyed, but it has a destruction order because of a
complaint by tourists who are considered unreliable and have no understanding of dingo
behaviour.
This dingo has been wounded, has a mangled ear due to an infected ear tag and as a
result is very wary. Therefore it would seem QPWS has achieved its aim of making the
animal fearful of people, why then do they continue their campaign of search and
destroy?
Locals lament a time when the dingoes could roam free and occasionally steal a fish or
grab a towel from an unsuspecting tourist, it was all part of the Fraser Island experience,
but now that animal would be considered dangerous and destroyed.
Unless the Management Strategy review finds in favour of the dingo and not the tourist
dollar, the persecution and harassment will continue until there are no longer any animals
remaining, this is the legacy of Fraser Island.
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